Mary Had a Little Lamb

Mary had a little lamb,
whose fleece was white as snow.

And everywhere that Mary went,
the lamb was sure to go.

He followed her to school one day
which was against the rule.

It made the children laugh and play,
to see a lamb at school.

And so the teacher turned it out,
but still it lingered near,

And waited patiently about,
till Mary did appear.

"Why does the lamb love Mary so?"
the eager children cry.

"Why, Mary loves the lamb, you know."
 the teacher did reply.


· Biographical or historical emphasis: "Mary Had a Little Lamb" is a nineteenth-century nursery rhyme. The poem (the words of the song) was published by Sarah Josepha Hale and/or John Roulston and may be based on a real-life experience. There are two theories about its origin. One theory says that John Roulston wrote the first four lines to commemorate an actual incident that happened to a farmer’s daughter called Mary Sawyer, and then Sarah Josepha Hale added more lines and published it. However, Hales's descendants insist that she wrote the entire poem and that it is fictional. The Mary Sawyer theory was given more support when Henry Ford, founder of the Ford Motor Company, purchased and preserved The Redstone School, believed to be the school where the incident took place. The poem is also famous because Thomas Edison used it for his first ever audio recording of verse when he invented the phonograph. It was also recited and recorded by Alexander Graham Bell, inventor of the telephone, for one of his sound experiments. 

· Formal emphasis: This poem has a rhyme pattern of abcb. The first line of each pair has seven or eight syllables. The first line in the first pair has a pattern of stressed-unstressed syllables, and other first lines have an unstressed-stressed (iambic) pattern. The poem has frequent alliteration and other repetition of consonance sounds, such as the three l's in the phrase "little lamb" and three w's in whose, white, and snow. It has mostly short words, and even the longer ones, such as everywhere, are common words. Some words are less common, such as fleece and lingered, which are both important in the poem for how they sound (the word fleece has a long open vowel that makes you stop and see the fluffy whiteness of the lamb; lingered has two syllables separated by an ng sound, so you have to linger on it as you say it). The rhythm of the poem is strong, even if you recite it without putting it to the well-known tune. The relationship that poem paints between Mary and the lamb is close and cozy, soft and comfortable.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Effect on reader: This poem is a sweet little song that makes people feel like they are young and surrounded by the white fluffiness of the lamb's fleece. It's also a reminder that sometimes a wonderful thing like a lamb will not be appreciated in a setting like a classroom. Still, though the teacher makes the lamb leave the classroom, it waits for Mary and the teacher says Mary loves it, so even the teacher sees it as wonderful. 

